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12. You are in the Alabama Appellate Court. The case you are relying 
on is from the Supreme Court of New Mexico. It is on-point. 

 
Primary/Mandatory   Primary/Persuasive 
Secondary/Persuasive  Non-authority 

 
13. You have a case in the California Supreme Court and are relying 

on an on-point case from the U.S. District Court, District of 
Southern California. 

 
Primary/Mandatory   Primary/Persuasive 
Secondary/Persuasive  Non-authority 

 
14. You are in Washington’s Court of Appeals. An on-point case is 

from the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 

Primary/Mandatory   Primary/Persuasive 
Secondary/Persuasive  Non-authority 

 

§ 4.2 

Real World Citations 
Citing Actual Cases 
In a law office, the paralegal will usually create a citation from the 
case itself. On the following pages, you are provided with the first 
page from several cases. Provide a complete and appropriate citation 
using the information provided. Some hints: 

1. Check above the caption for any parallel citations. (If there 
is no citation above the caption, for this exercise you may 
assume that there is no parallel cite. If you were 
conducting research for a real client, you would want to 
use KeyCite on Westlaw or Shepard’s on Lexis to make 
sure no parallel cite existed.) 

2. Do not trust the citation form in the publication. It is likely 
not Bluebook form.  

3. For the title of the case, use the capitalized letters of the 
case, or use the title at the very top of the page. But when 
you write your citation, capitalize only the first letter of 
each word.  
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4. When using an online service such as Westlaw or Lexis to 
create a citation, use the information provided in the caption, 
below the caption, and in the document title bar at the top 
to piece together an appropriate Bluebook citation. Note that 
when an online cite provides a state citation that begins with 
a year, that is a digital or “public domain” citation and should 
not be included in your cite (unless no other citation is 
available because the case has only recently been decided).

EXERCISE  C |  REAL WORLD CITATIONS

1: 
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2: 
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