THE DIGITAL COURT

SANCTION

Internet Address: verdictsystems.com

Sanction is an excellent presentation system designed specifically for courtroom use. Sanction delivers
a compelling argument with a powerful multimedia presentation by incorporating audio and video
testimony, animations and other demonstrative technology (such as PowerPoint), while handy
organization and layout tools make jumping in and out of documents a snap.

PROS

Sanction has been acquired by Lexis which means the quality is excellent, the
support is strong, and it can coordinate with other Lexis products, such as
CaseMate and Lexis+.

CONS
Sanction has been acquired by Lexis which means it is relatively expensive.

§ 12.4
E-Filing
Convenlence

Electronic filing of litigation documents is fast becoming the norm. Many jurisdictions now require that
all documents (with a few exceptions) after the initial summons and complaint be filed electronically.

As with most of the technological issues we have discussed, the major obstacle for the paralegal (and
his or her attorney) is the wide range of software systems used by the various courts. For example,
many courts use a system by Lexis. The federal courts use tools called CM/ECF and PACER. Others have
systems created and designed to suit their individual needs. In other words, proprietary software.

In federal courts, if you want to file a document, use CM/ECF (Case Management/Electronic Case Files),
or NextGen CM/ECEF. If you want to find a document, use PACER (Public Access to Court Electronic
Records). Only those individuals recognized by specific courts can utilize CM/ECF for those courts, but
anyone can use PACER (once they have registered for an account).

Both are now run under the umbrella of PACER at pacer.uscourts.gov.
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CMV/ECF (FILING DOCUMENTS)

Case Management/Electronic Case Files (CM/ECF) is the federal Judiciary's system that allows case
documents, such as pleadings, motions, and petitions, to be filed with the court online. CM/ECF is most
often used by attorneys, U.S. Trustees, and bankruptcy trustees.

NEXTGEN CM/ECF (FILING DOCUMENTS)

. . Criminal - Query - Reports - lhilities » Logout '?
NextGen CM/ECF is the new interface and -
- . Motions
system for filing court document in the U.S. +-02.cy-50I01VES Schuarrkagfy. Smith The Nofice of Electronic Filing is
. . displayed. This is verification that the
Court system. It will allow users (typically ptice of Elscronic Fiing filing has been sent electronically to the

court'’s database. To print a copy of this

atto rneys) to use one | nd |V| d ua I PAC E R accou nt The following transaction was received from Leslie LeFord on 1/28/2002 & notice, you could use the browser's

"Print” button. You could also save this

1 Case Name: Schwarzkopf v. Smith tice by using the b s "File”
to file and keep track of any number of cases, S oIy 3 notice by using the browsers "ile
1 H H Document Number: 19
even if the attorney switches to a new firm or o~ HhmilbapeiThepligipaons

OSition i X who have indicated a desire to receive

p . MOTION to Compel discovery by Joe Smith. (Leford, Leslie) notices in this case.

The following document(z) are azzociated with this transaction: « 5

Document description: Main Document Notl_ce theisoliwarejassigned the_nex_l
available document number (19 in this

(Original filename: C:\Dats\ECF\Case Docs\mcompel.pdf case) to the motion.
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PACER (VIEWING FILED DOCUMENTS)

The Public Access to Court Electronic Records
(PACER) service provides electronic public -\1
access to federal court records. PACER provides m Eﬁgga P
the public with instantaneous access to more B 7
than 1 billion documents filed in federal courts.

Manage My PACER Account | Manage My)|

DONE NSSIER  rivo A case

FIND A CASE SEARCH FOR CASE INFORMATION

PACER Case Locator

While not required, it would be beneficial to CouttLinks : _

. . - The PACER Case Locator is a national index for U.S. district, bankruptcy and appell
Slgn up for a PACER account There |S no Search Map PACER, and you may conduct nationwide searches to determine whether or not a p:
charge. Anyone can request access since court
files are almost always public records.

Search the PACER Case Locator

Automated Telephone Access

or
Search Individual Court PACER Web Sites

Ifyou already know the location of a case, click on an individual court's PACER webs

Registered users can:

e Search for a case in the federal court where the case was filed, or
e Search a nationwide index of federal court cases.

As defined by its own Web site, PACER is:

... an electronic public access service that allows users to obtain case and docket
information from federal appellate, district and bankruptcy courts, and the PACER Case
Locator via the Internet. PACER is provided by the federal Judiciary in keeping with its
commitment to providing public access to court information via a centralized service.

231



