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______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

§ 2.10 

American Law Reports 
An Annotated Reporter  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

A.L.R. publishes selected cases, those that are particularly important or interesting, but is most valued 
for the annotations of those cases. American Law Reports (A.L.R.) is an annotated report. An annotation 
is a discussion or commentary. A.L.R. publishes selected cases of unique or important matters. We can 
still find the case in its original reporter (such as the Pacific Reporter). Only in A.L.R., though, will we find 
detailed annotations. Although A.L.R. contains selected primary authority (cases), A.L.R. is valued mostly 
for its annotations. Since annotations are secondary authority, we consider A.L.R. secondary authority. 
There are multiple series of A.L.R. A standard set of A.L.R. will include: 

 
 ALR: 1919 through 1948 
 ALR 2d: 1948 through 1965 
 ALR 3d: 1965 through 1980 
 ALR 4th: 1980 through 1992 
 ALR 5th: 1992 through 2004 
 ALR 6th: 2004 -2015 
 ALR 7th: 2015- 
 ALR Fed: 1969 through 2005 
 ALR Fed 2d: 2005 - 2015 
 ALR Fed 3d: 2015 – 
 A.L.R. International: 2010 –  

 
The format and timing of supplemental updates depend on the series being updated 
The first two series have separate sets (Bluebook of Supplemental Decisions and Later Case 
Service, respectively), while all other sets update the volumes using pocket parts. If researching 
online, you do not need to worry about updates, or supplements, because articles in A.L.R. are 
almost instantaneously updated online. Simply look at the end of each individual article for any 
updates, usually indicated by Supplement or Cumulative Supplement headings. The point to 
remember is that, whether in the law library or online, articles are updated, and those updates 
should always be checked. 
 
Date ranges 
The materials in A.L.R. (1st), obviously are much older than the cases in A.L.R. 6th or A.L.R. 7th. 
However, you will never have to memorize any of the dates mentioned. Just note two things: A 
new series of A.L.R. does not replace a previous set. It just continues it. The more recent the 
series, the more relevant the authority within it is likely to be. 
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Content 
A.L.R. (1st), A.L.R. 2d, and A.L.R. 3d contain both state and federal cases. A.L.R. 4th, 5th, 6th and 
7th contain only state cases. After A.L.R. 3d, federal cases are reported and annotated in A.L.R. 
Federal, A.L.R. Federal 2d, and A.L.R. Federal 3d. A.L.R. International, the newest iteration of the 
series, annotates treaties, articles, and cases involving laws between the United States and other 
nations. 
 
QUICKVIEW § 2.10 – AMERICAN LAW REPORTS 

Westlaw  
1. Locate the main Search Bar at the top of the page  
2. Type alr and click the recommended search of American Law Reports 
3. In the American Law Reports page that opens, enter your search query in the main Search Bar 

at the top 
4. Select an article from the list of search results 
5. Review several articles and have any relevant documents delivered by printing or email 
 
Lexis  
1. In the Search Query Box at top, type alr, or American Law Reports 
2. Click on the American Law Reports option below to set that filter 
3. Enter your search query in the text box and click Search 
4. Review the Results Page, then review any relevant articles by clicking on the title 
5. If any relevant articles are found, have them delivered by printing or email and save 
 
Law Library 
1. Locate the set of indexes at the end of the set and research key terms 
2. The index leads to the main volume using a volume number and a page number 
3. Look for footnote references that will lead to additional authority 
4. Always check the pocket part (supplement) 
5. If in an early set of ALR, update using the Blue Book of Supplemental Decisions for the first 

series, or the Later Case Service for the second series 
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ASSIGNMENT § 2.10(A)  |  AMERICAN LAW REPORTS ON WESTLAW
At the time of the printing of this publication, both Westlaw and Lexis provide online access to 
American Law Reports. It is assumed that you have completed the previous Westlaw assignments 
for Am. Jur. 2d and C.J.S. 

1. Select the Filter

i. In the main search bar at the top, type alr
ii. When the box makes recommendations underneath the search box, select 

American Law Reports. (Be sure to click that suggestion. If you simply type in 
“American Law Reports” Westlaw will search in Federal databases for those 
words.) After selecting the link in the drop-down suggestions, you will be taken 
to the American Law Reports database, or filter, page. (Notice that your search 
filter has been updated to American Law Reports.)

2. Search within the desired filter

i. Using the top search bar, type a search query relevant to your client’s case
ii. Westlaw will now search for those terms using the American Law Reports filter

3. Review the Results Page
The page that appears is the Results page. Keep in mind that at this point the researcher is 
first and foremost trying to determine whether the search was productive, resulting in 
relevant articles or other authority. If not, tweak your search query in the main Search Bar.

The Main Window (on the right side of the page)
This is where the “hits” appear from your search

The Filters Window (on the far left)
You can focus your search results by selecting specific narrowing filters.
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Each “hit” in the main window consists of the title (which is also a link to that “hit”), followed by 
a short section, or preview, of the “hit,” with terms from your search query highlighted.

By quickly browsing the preview of the document, along with the highlighted terms, the 
researcher may quickly determine whether or not that “hit” is worth reviewing in further detail. 
Notice that in the Filters window at left you have other options.  First, you are able to Search 
within results, which means you can conduct another search for more specific terms, this time 
limiting the search to the documents you have already found. You can also further filter the 
results by checking one or more boxes next to the filters listed. Give it a try a couple of times to 
see how it works.

4. Review the Articles
The researcher can either:

Open each “hit” and review the article more thoroughly online, 

   or . . .

By using the preview of the article provided, simply click the check box to the left of each 
title and have those articles delivered via email, download, or other means. 
The second option is strongly recommended. As a student, you are not paying for the 
time you spend in the site, but in a law firm every minute costs money, eating up the 
firm’s allotted minutes allowed for in its Westlaw subscription. To read each article online 
is expensive and wasteful. It is thus recommended that you quickly scan the articles, 
checking off the ones that appear most promising.



THE FOUNDATIONS OF LEGAL RESEARCH CHAPTER 2

77

The article page itself can be confusing at first glance. However, there are three primary 
navigation aids that, once recognized, make the page less intimidating. The main goals in using 
A.L.R. are to educate the researcher regarding a specific area of law and to locate primary 
authority. These navigation tools assist in those efforts. They are:

The Article Outline
Index (to that article)
Table of Cases, Laws, and Rules
Research References

The Article Outline
The Article Outline is a great tool for navigating within an article, detailing each section 
and subsection. By using the Article Outline (and its associated links) the researcher can 
be quickly taken to the desired portion of the article. 

Index
Most articles over about 10 pages in length (in the hardcover book form) will likely have 
its own index. This is an often-overlooked tool that provides much greater depth than 
the Article Outline, which is more like a Table of Contents for the article.
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 Table of Cases, Laws, and Rules 
There is a section following the Article that will collect all authorities mentioned within 
that article, sorting them by type (other secondary authority, statutes, cases) and even by 
Jurisdiction (specific states and specific Federal Circuits). The best way to use this is, once 
an article has been deemed to be relevant, check the Table of Cases and Statutes to see 
if there is any authority from your jurisdiction. 

 
 Research References 

This is a fantastic tool. It does your research for you. The Research Reference section will 
provide relevant West Key Digest Numbers, other relevant A.L.R. articles, and even 
references to other research materials. In other words, once you locate a relevant article 
in A.L.R., your research is almost done. It does the work. 

 
 
Note about Supplements (and Cumulative Supplements) in A.L.R. Online 
Unlike in some other publications hosted online, A.L.R. does include online supplements. These 
supplements update and augment the original material in the volume. Since individual sections 
of an article may be updated, the supplements are usually found throughout the article, and at 
the end of the article. Note that the first time a section of an article is updated it is called a 
Supplement. Thereafter, it will be referred to as a Cumulative Supplement, meaning it has 
accumulated supplemental material from the current update as well as previous updates. 
 
Also, it can be a bit confusing to identify when a supplement starts and when it ends. Look for 
“SUPPLEMENT” or “CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT” for the start, and a bracketed [END OF 
SUPPLEMENT] at its conclusion. Remember, an article may have many supplements, one for 
every individual section of the article. 
 
To locate a section’s supplement (if there is one), find the section’s title and click on 
“Supplement” or “Cumulative Supplement” below that title. The link will scroll you down to the 
bottom of that section where the supplement begins. 
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5. Delivery of Documents
Once you have identified that an article or document is relevant, and you want to have access 
to it later, and probably offline, you have the standard choices:

Email
Print
Download
Dropbox
Kindle

The Delivery Icon looks like an envelope. When you click on it a drop-down menu will appear 
with several options for delivery of your documents. (Remember, in a real job it costs money no 
matter what form of delivery is used, so practice being frugal about your choices for delivery.)
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CHECKLIST – AMERICAN LAW REPORTS USING WESTLAW 

� In the Search Query Box at the top of the page, type: alr 
� Select American Law Reports from the recommended list of filters 
� In the Search Query Box, type in your client’s search query 
� Review the partial articles provided in the Results Page and select a relevant article by 

clicking on the title link 
� Use the Article Outline to locate the most relevant parts of the article 
� Click on relevant Footnote Links (FN) to obtain primary authority 
� Review any Cumulative Supplement sections for updates 
� Be sure to copy cites to, or download, relevant primary authority 

 
REVIEW QUESTIONS – AMERICAN LAW REPORTS USING WESTLAW 

1. What page appeared after you typed alr and selected American Law Reports? 
 
 

2. What search query did you use? 
 
 

3. Were you satisfied with your search query, or did you need to modify it? 
 
 

4. When you reviewed the Results Page, did you use the Narrow options at left to further 
focus your search by selecting additional filters? 
 
 

5. After locating the Article Outline, did there appear to be relevant material? If so, what 
section of the Article appeared relevant for your case? 
 
 

6. Did your Annotation have an Index? 
 
 

7. Did the section of the Article you researched have a Cumulative Supplement section? If 
so, did it affect your research? 
 
 

8. Were you led to any relevant primary authority either in the Article or in the Footnotes? If 
yes, make note of those authorities. 
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ASSIGNMENT § 2.10(B)  |  AMERICAN LAW REPORTS USING LEXIS 
 
At the time of the printing of this publication, both Westlaw and Lexis provide online access to 
American Law Reports. It is assumed that you have completed previous Lexis assignments for 
Am. Jur. 2d and C.J.S. to minimize duplication of instruction where possible.  
 
1. Select your Filter(s) 
In the Search Query Box at top, type American Law Reports. After the recommendations appear 
below the text box, click on the American Law Reports link under “Sources” to set that filter. 
(Hitting enter, clicking the search button, or selecting the American Law Reports link under Legal 
Phrases would tell Lexis to search for those words within all publications, instead of opening the 
ALR database.) 
 

 
 
NOTE: It is possible to set multiple filters during your research. For example, you could also 
select a filter for your jurisdiction, such as your state, so that results from A.L.R. that included 
authority from your state would be featured in the Results Page. For now, use only the American 
Law Reports filter. 
 
2. Enter your Search Query 
Enter your client’s search query in the text box and click Search.  
 
You will notice some tools under the text box. These are tools that help create a “Boolean” 
search (instead of the “Natural Language Search” you are being taught). Feel free to play around 
with these tools and find your comfort levels. 
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3. Review the Results Page 
If any articles from A.L.R. contain the words and phrases contained in your search query, 
fragments of those articles will be displayed in the Results Page.

Using the preview of the articles that have been displayed, along with the highlighted terms in 
the articles that match your query, you will be able to quickly identify possibly relevant articles. 
The title of the article is also a link to the full document.

If there are simply too many results and you wish to focus your search further, the two best ways 
are to add filters or to search within the current search results.  Both are accomplished using the 
Narrows column at the left of the screen.

Add Additional Filters to Current Results
In the Narrow window you will see several categories and menus. Each of these, 
when clicked on, add filters to the existing search. For instance, in the example below 
there are several areas of practice listed, including Insurance Law, Healthcare Law, 
and more. You can further filter the results to include one of those areas. 
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Once you add one of the filters, the results are refreshed and the new filter has been 
added at the top of the Narrow window. Note that you may even be given additional 
subtopics (which are even more filters) to select from once a topic filter has been 
added. 

 
 Search Within the Current Results 

In the Narrow window on the left side you also find the Search Within Results text 
box. Use this tool to add search terms that will further focus the results.  
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4. Review Relevant Articles

The articles within A.L.R. are different from most other research books. A.L.R. attempts to not 
only explain the law and refer to other authorities, including law.  It also provides tools to 
expand your research by referring to additional research sources, and it provides tools to narrow 
your research by allowing the researcher to search for authority within his or her jurisdiction. 
Perhaps most impressively, A.L.R. refers to authorities on both sides of a legal issue. Do you 
need to find authority that supports liability of a childcare provider for injuries suffered by a 
child?  No problem. Do you need to find authority that defends against the liability of a 
childcare provider for injuries suffered by a child? Again, no problem.  A.L.R. does both.

Articles can be brief, even sometimes less than 10 pages. However, articles are more often 
lengthy. Accessing them, without reading the entire article, can be burdensome, especially if you 
are conducting initial research. To most efficiently utilize the online A.L.R. article, the publication 
provides the following tools, all of which are linked to at the top of the article. (If you do decide 
to rely on part of an annotation, though, it is important to go back and read the entire 
annotation to make sure you are aware of all context and information provided.)

Jurisdictional Table of Statutes and Cases
If you find a relevant article, that’s great. But what would be even greater is if you 
could also locate authority (cases, statutes, etc.) from your jurisdiction that dealt with 
the same issues. The Table of Jurisdictions Represented does just that. Note: There is a 
“kink” in the system. The Jurisdictional link takes the researcher to the bottom of the 
jurisdictional list, for some reason. You will need to scroll up to see the various 
jurisdictions mentioned in the article.
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 Index of Terms 
Does your client’s issue involve something specific, such as animals? Or insurance 
issues? The article Index is very specific and thorough, much more so than the 
average index. Use this tool to become more efficient. Or just to browse if you are 
out of ideas. 

 

 
 

 Table of References 
All of the authorities referred to in the article are collected and arranged according to 
type in the Table of References. 
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 Article Outline 
The Article Outline acts like a table of contents for the article. Quickly identify and 
locate a relevant issue within the article by clicking on the small blue down arrow at 
the right of the desired topic. However, unlike the hardbound version of ALR, this 
outline has been placed at the end of the article instead of the beginning. It seems 
counterintuitive, but you will need to get used to it. 

 

 
 

5. Locate Additional Authority 
Always remember that secondary authority, such as A.L.R., has two purposes. To educate the 
reader about areas of law and to lead to primary authority (law). While A.L.R. may refer to all 
kinds of authority, such as secondary and even non-authority (such as digests), the authority a 
researcher most wants to be led to is primary authority. The law. Statutes, court opinions, 
regulations, or any other form of law. 
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A.L.R. utilizes two devices within its publication to lead the researcher to this additional 
authority.  
 

Footnotes. First, footnote references within the article (annotation) lead the researcher 
to other research sources, most importantly primary authority.  Click on the green 
footnote reference to review authorities that deal with the same or similar issues. The 
footnotes themselves are collected at the end of the article. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Supplements. Second, in the hard copy publications found in the law library, the hard 
bound volumes are updated by cumulative supplements placed in the back of each 
volume. Those supplements provide updates to the annotation, if there are any, and any 
new references to authority that came out since the article was originally published.  
 
In the online version of A.L.R., the Cumulative Supplement (now sometimes called 
Cumulative Cases) is found following each section of the annotation. In other words, 
instead of collecting all the supplemented information at the end of the article, A.L.R. 
updates each individual section of the article making it much easier for the researcher to 
make sure the information being relied upon is up to date. 

 
One final note about the above navigation tools in A.L.R. Not all articles contain all tools. For 
instance, if the Table of Jurisdictions Represented is missing, do not panic. It just was not included 
for some reason. 
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6. If any relevant articles are found, have them delivered by printing, download, or email, then save. 
 
 
CHECKLIST – AMERICAN LAW REPORTS USING LEXIS 

� In the Search Query Text Box, type: american law reports 
� Select the American Law Reports filter under Sources 
� Enter your search query in the Search Query Text Box 
� In the Results Page, modify the query, or search within results, as needed 
� Select an article that appears relevant by clicking on the title.  
� Using the Article Outline, read the relevant parts of the article 
� Use the Index to focus your research as needed 
� Review the Jurisdictional Table and Cumulative Cases sections for primary authority and updates 
� Be sure to copy cites to, or download, relevant primary authority 
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REVIEW QUESTIONS – AMERICAN LAW REPORTS USING LEXIS 

1. What method did you use to locate the database? 
 

2. What search query did you use? 
 

3. Were you satisfied with your search query, or did you need to modify it? 
  

4. Locate the Article Outline. Does there appear to be relevant material? If so, what section of the 
Article was relevant? 
 

5. Did your Annotation have an Index? 
 

6. Did the section of the Article you researched have a Cumulative Cases section at its end? If so, 
did it affect your research? 
 

7. Were you led to any relevant primary authority either in the Article or in the Footnotes? If yes, 
make note of those authorities. 
 

 
ASSIGNMENT § 2.10(C)  |  AMERICAN LAW REPORTS IN THE LAW LIBRARY (OPTIONAL) 
 
When researching in the law library, the general rule is to always begin in the index. This is the case for 
American Law Reports.  

 
1. Locate the General Index, then research key terms 

Always begin your research in the broadest index. When researching in some libraries you might 
find several indexes for A.L.R.: orange, red, black, green. Many of these indexes are specific to an 
individual series, or they are abbreviated desktop indexes. Some are antiquated and should not 
be used. The broadest A.L.R. index is called simply A.L.R. Index. 
 
This multi-volume index has the same khaki green cover as the main volumes and is usually 
found at the end of the most recent set of A.L.R.s. The index will lead you to annotations within 
A.L.R. 2d, A.L.R. 3d, A.L.R. 4th, A.L.R. 5th, A.L.R. 6th, A.L.R. 7th, A.L.R. Federal, A.L.R. Federal 2d, 
A.L.R. Federal 3d, and even the newest set, A.L.R. International. The goal of the index is to lead 
the researcher to the main volumes of at least one of these series. 
 
Each index will have a supplement in the back of the book, often referred to as a pocket part. 
This supplement should be researched since it updates and adds to materials within the main 
volume. Since A.L.R. is arranged chronologically, not topically, the researcher is led to a specific 
volume, series, and page number. For example: 14 A.L.R. 4th 481. 
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ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS – PART 1 

1. How many volumes make up the A.L.R. General Index?  
 

2. Is your research topic covered in the index?  
 

3. The A.L.R. index leads to which of the following?  
 

a. volume number, series, page number  
b. a topic and section number  
c. a topic and key number  

 
4. Does the index have a supplement?  

 
5. If yes, where is it?  

 
6. Is your topic covered in the supplement?  

 
7.   List any cites to the A.L.R. main volumes the index provides. 

 
 

2. Locate the relevant A.L.R. Series, then fine the Main Volume and locate the page for the 
Annotation 
The Index leads the researcher to the annotation within the main volumes. The publisher 
provides several tools to help the researcher use the annotation. These include: 
 

 Total Client-Service Library 
 Table of Contents 
 Annotation Index 
 Table of Jurisdictions Represented 
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Total Client-Service Library
Lawyers Cooperative provides a list of books, 
sometimes contained within a box, to help the 
researcher broaden the scope of his research. This 
tool is called the Total Client-Service Library. This list 
contains references to other books by Lawyers 
Cooperative Publishing Company that deal with the 
same topic. Included among the books that may be 
listed are: Am. Jur. 2d, Federal Procedural Forms, Am. 
Jur. Pleading and Practice Forms, Proof of Facts, and 
many others. You can use these resources to further 
research the same topic. (This tool has been renamed 
Research References in the online versions of A.L.R.)

Table of Contents
The Table of Contents breaks down the annotation into its various points. One of the most 
helpful aspects of A.L.R. is that it will discuss multiple sides of a legal argument, providing 
contrary authority. For instance, A.L.R. may provide instances where courts have held that a 
husband who forces his wife to have sex has committed a sexual assault, as well as authority 
which holds the contrary view. The Table of Contents leads the researcher to a specific point 
in the annotation (For instance: §4b). This means that the researcher should refer to Section 
4b within that specific annotation.

Annotation Index
Many, but not all, annotations feature an index at the beginning of the annotation which 
helps researchers access relevant section numbers within.

Table of Jurisdictions Represented
A.L.R. provides a collection of authorities, mostly primary, from multiple jurisdictions.

ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS – PART 2

a. In which series of A.L.R. are you working? 

b. Did the index lead you to the annotation, or did it lead you to the case upon which the 
annotation is based?

c. Is the case printed before or after the annotation?

d. Provide at least two additional research sources from the Total Client-Service Library (TCSL).
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e. Does the annotation have a table of contents? 
 

f. Does your annotation have an index?  
 

g. Locate the Table of Jurisdictions Represented. Which of the following states has authority 
cited within the annotation?  
 

a. Nevada  
b. California  
c. New York  
d. Colorado 

 
 

3. Always check the pocket parts (supplements) 
Supplements update the material within the main volume. But the first two series are updated 
differently from the others. An important function of A.L.R. is to lead the researcher to primary 
authority. However, before finding the primary authority cited within A.L.R., make sure the 
material is up to date. 
 
In A.L.R. 3d, A.L.R. 4th, A.L.R. 5th, A.L.R. 6th, A.L.R. 7th all three sets of A.L.R. Federal, and A.L.R. 
International, the researcher can find updates by turning to the pocket part in the back of the 
volume. These pamphlets are usually labeled Supplement. Within the supplement, the 
researcher turns to the same page number that was being researched in the main volume. For 
instance, if the cite in the main volume the researcher was looking up was 83 A.L.R. 4th 685, the 
researcher should find the corresponding cite in the supplement (83 A.L.R. 4th 685-727). The 
researcher will be able to see if any recent cases have updated the material.  
 
A.L.R. (first series) and A.L.R. 2d are supplemented by hardbound series rather than pocket parts. 
The A.L.R. Blue Book of Supplemental Decisions acts as a hardbound supplement to A.L.R. (first 
series). The A.L.R. Blue Book itself has pocket parts. (That’s right. Even the supplement has a 
supplement.) 
 
A.L.R. 2d has no pocket parts. It is updated with a hardbound supplement titled the A.L.R. 2d 
Later Case Service. 
 
ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS – PART 3 

1. Was your annotation updated in the main volume pocket part?  
 

2. Locate the A.L.R. Blue Book of Supplemental Decisions.  
 
3. Locate A.L.R. 2d Later Case Service  
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CHECKLIST – AMERICAN LAW REPORTS IN THE LAW LIBRARY 

� Locate the A.L.R. Index at the end of the most recent series 
� Search for your research terms 
� Take note of any citations (Volume, Series, and Page Number) that the index provides 
� Go to the appropriate series, locate the volume, and turn to the page 
� Research within the Annotation 
� Review the Table of Jurisdictions and Total Client Service Library (or Research References) for 

additional authority  
� Be sure to check the supplement (pocket part), referring to the same volume and page 

number as in the main volume itself 

§ 2.11 

Social Media 
Legal Research Using Social Networks 
Tools that may be of use to a paralegal.  
 
INVESTIGATIVE TOOLS 

 Perform research pertaining to a current 
case to see if any parties have posted 
material that may be relevant. 

 Research the opposing party. 
 Investigate witnesses. 
 Investigate potential jurors. 
 Research judges to determine if conflicts or 

biases exist. 
 
 

 
 
ONGOING RESEARCH TOOLS 

 LinkedIn and Facebook both have a 
Group feature that allows a user to create 
or join a group. There are many groups 
dedicated to areas of expertise, areas of 
practice, or specific legal topics. 

 Quora is a platform that attempts to 
provide answers to questions. It is also 
possible to find links to relevant 
information. Quora has sections dedicated 
to legal topics and provides email 
notification of new information related to 
that subject matter. 

 Medium is a blogging platform that 
includes topics, some of which are related 
to the law. 
 

 


