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§ 1.7 

How to Read a Statute 
Structure 
Official statutes are published by the government (state or federal) and generally include only the statutes. 
Unofficial statutes are published by private publishers, such as West Publishing, and contain the statutes, with 
additional research tools and resources. For example, the notes and decisions below provide references to cases 
that have actually interpreted and applied the statute in question.  
 
STATUTE FROM AN ONLINE RESEARCH SITE 
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STATUTE FROM A VOLUME IN A LAW LIBRARY


